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RANJENI A SINGH

wo months after Athirathram, the 4,000-year-

old Vedic yagna or fire ritual that was conducted

in Panjal village in Thrissur, Kerala, scientists have

; released their findings. The team led by ProfVv p
N Nampoori, former director of the International School

g/T rial By Fire\

process of germination.
The team counted bacterija] colonies at three locations
—— Within the yagnashala, 500 metres and 1.5 kilometres

boothiri homes, reveal that the bricks continue to be free
of microbial presence, “I¢’s an indication that the effect of
the ritual is long-lasting, Studies are on to find out if these

Preservation and continuation of rituals like these”



