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HE puranas are among e

myoal widely read religious
scripiures in India. The word purann
Ii!1=r|:|.l.lg." MEns "narrative of andent
times™, The puranas are said bo be
conlemporancous with the Yedas
The Cﬂ:ndngya Uipanivhnd calls
themi the fifth veda

Eighteen  major  (mafa) and

dightecn subsidiary (irpa)} puranns
are recognised. The authorshig of all
the puranas b5 altribGied 1o rishi
Vedvvass, who alss compiled the
Iour Vedas, the Wefablurnne and
the Vedmns Siras, The plarisas
deal with a varioty of Giods, maimly
Vizhnu, Shiva
1o the diverse human femperaments
amd Wi vared approachcs Lo gpin-
fuality. The puranas are seclarian in
thal cach one 5 ils owm
ticular chosen tﬂmmnngﬁ
to be supreme ansong all the dt‘llil’:!i
and whom ome can worship, com-
municate with, pray to, love and
serve, In andieni tismes, whereas
the accessibility of the Yedns was
restricted o the upper cnstes, the
PuTanns were read by CNE T,

Shnkti, catering .

the Upanishads 1L tells us haow we
shiou fllow a life of dhnrma
(righteousness) in fafivegea, the evil
age ol Kali To the Eayman ol s Tull of
wonderful stories amd anecdotes
H\atunl’nld..irnrﬂu'l.] and philosophic
traths with simplisaty for them (0 be
urborstond casily. To scholars and
seThvus sparitualists, however, it is
one of ithe most profound and
diffcnlt seriplures (o understand
in all s nuances and esoferic
spiritual wisdom, and they deem the
forprvirtren 1o Be a louchsione of
thair eradilion.
Vaisrumer amd therelore
sectarinn, its philosophic import s
noither parrow  mor excluuve. I
inculcates loving devotion o Lord
Erishma, nnd extols Him and the
bliagavans dirarme propounded by
him. I1 mﬁ;ﬁﬂ'ﬁh richna as the
Supreme ahman  {ffurgrem
awirpaete), the supreme personality
of  poddhead,  depicts Krishna's
rr:&c:l}'.:ml greainess as Bhagnvan,
narrnies the Krishna sagn in o
wenderfully endeaning manner, He-
causs of this matchbess InaSlﬂl:'E_.gI.
cah.

The  puranss to this da
presenl . Vidanta TH! na remnfn.r. the
phale Yy in A SPEAKING TR heloved suprems
simplificd and a1- EE L‘rudlunﬁll:ﬁl:m of
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reader-friendly, Puranie sthics ane
founded on dharmu or duty, which
embraces all the factors that con-
tribute to the progress and well be-
ingg of the individual and sociely

The Hhagavara Purare  alko
known as Srwrad Bhagevmars, con-
tninieg VEO00 verses, B universally
aceeplod as being supreme among
the mahapuranas 0N is  wisely
studied and commenied upon by
schodaia o all Vedie sects Mo olher
purana nculcates loving devaolion
wilh such sublinity, fervour and
comprehensiveness The conciue-
ness af its lnnguage and the yrical
Beauty of i poslry ane unaguated
and it is recognised s one of
the grentest literary and spiriteal
procductions of India,

Thae st & that after Ravin
:nmp]ulmhﬁnsl range of ".-‘fu.'u:IiE
Hrterniure, WVynandeva was still dis-
satisficd and despondent, mot knows
ing why. Sage Naradn appeared be-
Fiare him aed 1ol B 10 was bechuse
hie had not yet wrillen about the
transsendenial plory and greainess
of kerishna, the som of Devakis and
Vasudeva. Thus Vyasadevn wrote
the Srimpd Bhapavernwrn, which, in
iz ovwn words, " Ciloriies Bhagavan
S Krishna in every wore of i0,

The Bfurgavadmm comlains Yedan-
ta’s melaphysics and philosophy of

tradhitonally recited in the course of
one week in emulation of the way
&ulmd:u Cioswami namrated i to

arajn Pariksil while awaiting his

death.

theme &8 pure, unalleved lov-
g devation to Krshna, [nits hvwer
[orma Bhaki 2 based on the three
gunns of prekad or modes  of
minterinl nature Devotion in Livme-
grina propiiiates e (demonic)
daities for acquining the power
1o control and destroy others; in
anopaar such deities are  wor-
shipped who ordain material wel-
fare and prosperily,  and  in
satfoguna, understanding the mis-
eries associnted with material cxis-
Db, e Baorel the dealy wha
can give mukt (hbaration). While
the virkier nocepHs these three
forms of bhaki, it poes beyond
rrarkets, I3 devotes does ol [ose his
mdivaduakity by merging with CGod,
and, even on attnining mukti, con-
tinues 1o serve Krishna with unal-
Ievvedd selilass hove Monest thinkers
ommsider mukill as the highest goal of
human life and bhakid ns merel
means Lo thas amd, Bt the Bhakin of
the Ehagavatam s tho highest end
itself. Bhakti is ebevated 0 the ffth
paraisartia (objective in lifs) above
the four scoepted prrcsarthar —
clhiermas, I:I.I'IhI.E

amn nnd modksa. ..-'""'




